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A Retrospective of French filmmaker Jacques Demy’s films at  
Cinematheque Ontario 

 
From Friday 15 February to Sunday 16 March 2008, Cinematheque Ontario organises, with the 
support of the Consulate of France in Toronto, a retrospective of French master Jacques Demy’s 
movies.  
 
Demy’s legacy is a consistent personal vision. His fairy tale themes, his flair with light, colour 
and music, and his wistful, innocent tone comprise a powerful signature style, and several scenes 
from his films resound today as quintessentially “Demy”. His cinema was a huge commercial 
success but was also acclaimed by the press. His film “The Umbrellas of Cherbourg” won the 
Cannes Palme d’Or 1964 and an Oscar nomination for Foreign Language Film 1964, while its 
soundtrack album became a best-seller…  
 
This retrospective of Demy’s movies represents a unique opportunity for the public of Toronto to 
watch legendary movies like “The young girls of Rochefort” but also Toronto premieres like 
“Break of Day” or “Le bel indifférent”! 
 
Movies from the filmmaker Agnès Varda, Demy’s former wife, will also be shown: “Jacquot”, 
“The young girls turn 25” and “The world of Jacques Demy”. Each of these films is a real tribute 
to the late filmmaker.  
 
The complete Programme Guide is available online at www.cinemathequeontario.ca. Film 
screenings will take place at the Art Gallery of Ontario’s Jackham Hall, 317 Dundas Street West 
(McCaul Street entrance.) 
 
The Consulate of France’s Audiovisual Office promotes French movies in Canada. Out of 
the 17 movies shown at the Demy retrospective, 14 were shipped to Toronto thanks to 
France’s Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, through its Audiovisual Office. The 
Office collects, restores and dubs many French productions. It owns the rights to 5 of 
Demy’s masterpieces. The screenings of these films at Cinematheque Ontario are made 
possible by this Ministry and by the Consulate of France’s cultural program.  
 
For more information, please contact:  
Media Relations Office 
Consulate General of France in Toronto 
Tél.: 416-847-1904 
presse@consulfrance-toronto.org 
www.consulfrance-toronto.org 


